ESSAYS ON THE GITA

march of the peoples towards a far-off divine ideal has
to be held together, prevented from falling into the
bewilderment, confusion and utter discord of the
understanding which would lead to dissolution and
destruction and to which the world moving forward in
the night or dark twilight of ignorance would be too
easily prone if it were not held together, conducted,
kept to the great lines of its discipline by the illumina-
tion, by the strength, by the rule and example, by the
visible standard and the invisible influence of its Best.
The best, the individuals who are in advance of the
general line and above the general level of the collectiv-
ity, are the natural leaders of mankind, for it is they
who can point to the race both the way they must
follow and the standard or ideal they have to keep to
or to attain. But the divinised man is tlie Best in no
ordinary sense of the word and his influence, his
example must have a power which that of no ordinarily
superior man can exercise. What example then shall
he give? What rule or standard sliall he uphold?

In order to indicate more perfectly his meaning,
the divine Teacher, the Avatar gives his own example,
his own standard to Arjuna. "I abide in the path of
action," he seems to say, "the path that all men follow;

thou too must abide in action. In the way I act, in
that way thou too must act. I am above the necessity
of works, for I have nothing to gain by them; I am the
Divine who possess all things and all beings in the
world and I am myself beyond the world as well as in
it and I do not depend upon anything or any one in
all the three wwlds for any object: yet I act. This too
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